166           IRONSIDES IN THE MAKING

1643 askance at by the well-born; and Ralph Margery of the 13th was so very plain and russet-coated that the gentility of Suffolk would have none of him.1

The regiment was governed by a rigid discipline.' With so many religious men in its ranks it was necessary to have a strict code of behaviour so that tender consciences should not be grieved. In May Oliver could write of his men: "No man swears but he pays his twelve pence ; if he is in drink he is set in the stocks or worse; if one calls the othercRoundhead' he is cashiered; in so much that the countries where they come leap for joy of them." 2 Offences against property and person were sternly punished, for it was not a war against Englishmen, though royalists had their belongings sequestrated. The actual military discipline was severe. In April Oliver had two troopers who had deserted whipped in the market-place of Huntingdon and then " turned off as renegadoes." More notable still were the constant drills and exercises. He and they had their job to learn, and in so high a cause no labour could be too great. He strove to give his command so strict a unity that in no crisis should it crack; he would learn not only how to lead, but how to handle, cavalry. The result has been described by Clarendon ; " That difference was observed shortly from the beginning of the war: that though the king's troops prevailed in the charge and routed those they charged, they never rallied themselves again in order, nor could be brought to make a second charge the same day; whereas Cromwell's troops if they prevailed, or though they were beaten and routed, presently rallied again and stood in good order till they received new orders."

In the matter of arms Oliver made no great innovation. His men were not cuirassiers but harquebusiers, though they dispensed with the harquebus. They wore iron pots and " backs and breasts," and their only weapons were sword and pistol. But he had realized the true part

1 For details of the troops see Sir Charles Firth. " The Kaising of the Ironsides,"   E. H. jR. (1899), 17-73. a Cromwelliana, 5.